Welcome to the May issue of Ultrasound.
With summer on its way, I am particularly looking forward to this year's Annual Scientific Meeting, which will take us from a chilly December to September by the seaside in the vibrant and bohemian city of Brighton. The deadline for abstracts is 31 May. As always, the meeting combines a stimulating scientific programme with interactive workshops, exhibitions and training days. For more information and to submit your abstracts please view the Call for Papers at http://www.bmus2010.org/.
This issue of the journal provides a timely reminder of the importance of the British Medical Ultrasound Society in directing UK and European policy on the safe use of ultrasound. Many thanks to Gail ter Haar (Chair of the BMUS Safety Committee) for writing this issue's Guest Editorial introducing the latest BMUS Safety Guidelines. It will be interesting to see if these are adopted by our European colleagues. The Guidelines are of relevance to all ultrasound users, but are especially significant to our obstetrics readers due to potential ultrasound exposure of sensitive fetal lung tissue and other vulnerable organs.
The NHS National Fetal Anomaly Screening Programme (FASP) plays a crucial role in advising the UK government on screening for chromosomal and structural abnormalities. This issue's article by Chudleigh provides essential reading for all those involved in fetal anomaly screening. She highlights the subtle differences in practice required by the new FASP guidelines as they supersede those published by the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists in 2000. A succinct reference table is provided at the end of the paper, which many sonographers may find helpful for its 'at a glance' value as they embed the changes into their practice.
This Book reviews scrutinize latest offerings from the popular 'How, Why and When' series, and review the Atlas of Small Animal Ultrasonography. Michael Weston also provides his pithy analysis of recent papers in our regular 'Echoes' feature.
I am pleased to see a full Letters page with a number of responses to Hazel Edwards' article 'Let's all jump on the ultrasound bandwagon' published in the last issue of Ultrasound. Please do feel free to write to us regarding any aspect of the journal. An important aim of BMUS is to encourage debate and discussion within the medical ultrasound community and we look forward to hearing your views.
Ultrasound -Call for papers
Authorship is a key professional skill and provides a valuable service to the ultrasound community keeping us up to date with recent scientific developments, best practice, professional development issues, as well as shaping service delivery and national policy within the NHS. Whether you wish to submit original research, a review, educational article or case report, our editorial team is looking forward to hearing from you. Instructions for authors and our online manuscript submission system can be found at http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ult.
